
1 | P a g e  

1003 

SPRINGFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Series 1000 

 

Title: Noise Exposure 1003 
Category: Hazardous Material Operations 7/2017 

 
Guideline 

(Adapted from OSHA) 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

Prolonged exposure to noise (unwanted sound) of certain frequencies and intensities can 
cause varying degrees of hearing loss. This kind of hearing loss cannot be restored by 
medical and/or surgical treatment.  However, noise-induced hearing loss can be prevented 
for persons whose daily work is in hazardous noise by establishment of appropriate hearing 
conservation standard operating guidelines. 

 
II. OBJECTIVE 
 

A. To determine areas and/or operations where noise exceeds OSHA levels listed on table 
below. 

 
B. To ensure that proper administrative and/or engineering controls are taken, if possible, 

to reduce noise levels that exceed OSHA levels. 
 
C. Provide effective hearing protection and require its utilization by personnel while 

engaging in any operations and/or while in areas where the noise levels exceed the 
OSHA standard. 

 
III. OSHA REQUIREMENTS 

A. Protection against the effects of noise exposure is required when the sound levels 
exceed those shown on the following table: 

 

Duration per day 
(hours) 
 

Sound level DBA 
Slow Response 

8 90 

6 92 

4 95 

3 97 

2 100 

11/2 102 

1 105 

1/2 110 

1/4 115 
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Exposure to sound levels above 115 dBA is not permitted for any duration.  Exposure to 
impact noise (variations in noise level involve maxima at intervals of greater than one 
second) should not exceed 140 dBA peak sound pressure level. 
 

B. When personnel are subject to sound exceeding those listed in the above table, feasible 
administrative or engineering controls shall be utilized.  If such controls fail to reduce 
sound levels within the levels of the above table, personal protective equipment shall be 
provided and used to reduce sound levels within the levels of the table. 

 
C. The use of trained personnel to conduct fitting for insert or custom molded devices and 

to instruct personnel in the care and use of the devices is required. 
 
IV. SCOPE 
 

This standard operating guideline applies to all members of the Springfield Fire Department. 
 
V. RESPONSIBITY 
 

A. Safety Officer (Hearing Conservation Officer) 
 

1. Shall identify work areas and/or operations where noise is a hazard for the purposes 
of both (i) testing of appropriate personnel hearing protection and (ii) categorizing 
or identifying types of areas or operations where the use of personnel hearing 
protection is appropriate. 

 
2. Shall coordinate activities of other officers and personnel as necessary for 

implementation and continuing application of these standard operating guidelines. 
 
3. Shall monitor compliance with the requirements of these standard operating 

guidelines. 
 
4. Shall maintain records of noise surveys and other activities associated with these 

hearing conservation standard operating guidelines responsibilities. 
 
5. Shall review these written hearing conservation standard operating guidelines at 

least annually and shall make modifications as required to ensure continued 
compliance with OSHA requirements and/or facilitate efficient application of these 
standard operating guidelines. 

 
B. Fire Chief 

 
1. Shall provide physical and/or written identification of those areas and/or operations 

where noise levels exceed the OSHA standard. 
 
2. Shall identify specific noise sources for purpose of noise control. 
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3. Shall conduct engineering studies to determine methods of reducing the amount of 
noise in those areas and/or while engaging in those operations where noise levels 
exceed OSHA standard. 

 
4. Where feasible, shall take appropriate action to implement engineering controls or 

work guidelines which will reduce the amount of noise in those areas and/or 
operations where noise levels exceed OSHA standard. 

 
5. Shall maintain records of all engineering studies and actions to implement noise 

controls which are conducted as required by this program. 
 
6. Shall ensure that all purchase orders for new equipment contain the requirement, 

“Must meet applicable OSHA/State requirements.” 
 
7. Shall in the course of regularly scheduled training sessions inform all personnel of 

those areas and/or operations that the noise level exceeds the OSHA standard.  The 
chief shall also provide effective hearing protection and require its utilization by 
personnel while engaging in any operations and/or while in areas where the noise 
levels exceed the OSHA standard. 

 
C. Company Officers 

 
1. Shall inform the safety officer of areas, operations or equipment where they suspect 

high noise levels to exist. 
 
2. Shall select appropriate hearing protection devices, conduct fitting of the devices 

and instruct personnel in the care and use of the devices. 
 
3. Shall ensure that effective hearing protection is provided and that it is utilized by 

each member in areas or while engaging in operations where noise levels have been 
determined to exceed the OSHA standard. In case any member refuses, or 
continuously neglects to use the hearing protection provided, normal disciplinary 
guidelines are to be used. 

 
 

D. Firefighters 
 

1. Shall use appropriate hearing protection at all times in any area or while engaging in 
any operation where the noise level exceeds 115 dBA. 

 
2. Shall at all times; other than when merely passing through the site; use appropriate 

hearing protection when in any area or while engaging in any operation where the 
noise level exceeds the other OSHA requirements. 
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E. Implementation 
 

1. Those areas or operations where noise levels exceed the OSHA standard shall be 
identified using a sound level meter and/or a noise dosimeter, or equivalent 
equipment. 

 
2. Areas or operations determined to be high noise levels, that is, where the noise 

levels exceed the OSHA standard, shall be kept in a written record.  All personnel 
shall be informed, during regularly scheduled training sessions, of these areas 
and/or operations and shall also be informed that hearing protection is required 
while in these areas or while performing these operations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


